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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

Hon'ble Chairperson,  

My Colleagues,  

Distinguished delegates from the APG member countries,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Assalamu Alaikum and very Good Morning to you all.  

It is my great pleasure to be here today at the opening session of APG Typology Workshop 

2010. I would like to thank the Asia Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG) for holding this 

Typology Workshop in Bangladesh and also for supporting us in organizing this important event.  

I extend my heartiest greetings and warm welcome to you all.  

Distinguished Participants,  

We know that the process of taking proceeds of criminal activity and corruption and 

making them appear legal is called money-laundering.  

Terrorism has become a perennial threat to establishing peace in the world, including 

South Asian region. Terrorist acts not only hinder socio-economic development but also take 

heavy tolls on lives and properties. A large portion of our scarce resources, which could have 

been spent in meeting basic needs of millions of the poor, is being spent in containing terrorism.  

 My family and I personally have become victim of terrorism time and again. On 15 August 

1975, a band of terrorists brutally assassinated my father, the greatest Bangalee of all times, 

Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 17 other family members, 

including my youngest brother 10-year-old Sheikh Russel and my mother.  

After returning home in 1981, the terrorists attempted on my lives many times, the 

grievous one on the 21st August in 2004 by raining over a dozen of high-tech grenades on my 

peaceful rally in Dhaka. Twenty four leaders and activists of my party were killed and several 

hundred others wounded in the gruesome attack.  

The ill-gotten money amassed by BNP-Jamaat alliance leaders helped sprouting militancy 

in Bangladesh. The militants carried out bomb attacks at 500 places of 63 districts of the country 

simultaneously.  The terrorists killed our many leaders, including former Finance Minister ASM 

Kibria.  

Like our previous tenure, this time also, we have launched an all out drive against 

militancy and corruption. We have reorganised the Anti-Corruption Commission to make it 

independent and stronger.  

We believe in peace and that is why in 1997 we resolved the longstanding Chittagong Hill 

Tracts conflicts amicably. We had also been able to contain the BDR mutiny in 2009 peacefully.  

Terrorism and militancy know no territorial borders. Hence it is not possible for any 

country to combate this menace alone. It requires a united effort. There are sufficient evidences 

that militant operatives who have recently been held here have outside links. I always assert that 

terrorists have neither border nor race or creed.  

It requires a huge sum of money to operate militants' activities. And terrorism financing 

mainly happens through money laundering. Therefore, it is imperative to stop terrorism financing 

in order to contain their activities.  



We have taken all out measures against money laundering and terrorism financing by 

enacting `Money Laundering Prevention Act'. Bangladesh is the first amongst the South Asian 

countries in enacting anti-money laundering act.  

In order to strengthen the existing Anti-Money Laundering Act, our Parliament has passed 

Money Laundering Prevention and Anti-Terrorism Act 2009. The government of Bangladesh is 

fully committed to implementing the relevant international conventions, particularly the 

recommendations of the global Financial Action Task Force (FATF) as well as requirements of 

other relevant international agencies.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Our government's stance against terrorism, money laundering and other financial crimes is 

clear and very firm. We are committed to encountering these challenges through integrated 

efforts. Recently, we constituted a high-power National Committee on Anti-Money Laundering and 

Counter Terrorism Financing headed by our Finance Minister.  

This committee has been entrusted with the responsibility to formulate and implement of 

the AML/CFT policy strategies. Initiatives are also underway to recover billions of taka earned 

through corruption and laundered by influential leaders and adherents of BNP-Jamaat alliance.  

Our government is seriously concerned about the terrorist activities and has instructed the 

law enforcing agencies to exert their all out efforts for combating terrorist activities and terrorism 

financing.  

The government has already proscribed a number of organisations for their involvement in 

terrorist activities.  

As the Prime Minister, I have taken some personal initiatives and proactive measures to 

prevent terrorism and terrorism financing. I have raised the issue in various regional and 

international forums, including the UN.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Money laundering and terrorism financing are multidimensional global problems, which 

require global solutions. I firmly believe that this workshop and other relevant forums will help 

facilitate devising strategies for effective implementation of the international standards related to 

such issues.  

Bangladesh looks forward to working closely with the APG and its member countries as 

well as other international organizations and their member countries for preventing money 

laundering, terrorism financing and other financial crimes.  

I congratulate the Bangladesh Bank for organizing this important event in the country in 

close collaboration with other relevant ministries and with the active support from the APG and 

other organizations.  

Peace and stability, I firmly believe, are pre-requisite to development and for establishing 

the same we shall do whatever we need. Bangladesh's record is remarkable in establishing global 

peace besides maintaining internal stability. We are now the highest troops contributing country 

to the UNPKO. Since 1988, Bangladesh contributed 97 thousand soldiers to 32 missions in 24 

countries. We are committed to establishing ourselves as the most peaceful nation of the South 

Asia in the global map.  

I would like to call upon APG members to help each other for eliminating terrorism from 

this region and ensuring fundamental rights to our people. Let us extend our hands in creating a 

peaceful world free from poverty and hunger.  

Once again, I thank you all and declare the APG Typology Workshop 2010 open.  

Khoda Hafez.  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever.  

--- 


